pjl 


> 


i. 


IGthrarg 

Darlington  Memorial  Library 


Hook 


Sv^'V 


\y'Q<6 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive    . 
in  2010  with  funding  from 
University  of  Pittsburgh  Library  System 


http://www.archive.org/details/shortdescriptionOOsmit 


SHORT   DESCRIPTION 


OF    THE 


State  of  Tennaffee, 


LATELY    CALLED 


The  Territory  of  the  Untied  States, 

SOUTH  OF  THE  RIVER  OHIO  : 


TO  ACCOMPANY  AND  EXPLAIN  A  MAP  OF 
THAT  COUNTRY. 


mvB"r?*7-  ?  ■:  •  T^pxt:. rGS^T2^sg!^Pi<EZiZ<Tl-. rr  "-%>=8Sr-7S?S,  ■  "" 


vs^nse%  saanHn 


PHILADELPHIA: 
PRINTED  FOR  MATHEW  CAREY, 
No.  1 1 8,  Market-ftreet, 
BY     LANG     AND    UST1CK, 
1796. 


& 


oSt- 


••- 


A 
SHORT  DESCRIPTION,  &c. 


H  E  ftate  of  Tennaffee,  lately 
called*  the  Territory  of  the  United  States, 
fouth  of  the  river  Ohio,  is  that  tra&  of 
country  which  was  ceded  to  the  United  States 
by  the  Hate  of  North-Carolina,  in  the  year 
1789.     It   is   fituated  between  the  parallels 

*  The  Legiflature  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States,  fouth  of  the  river  Ohio,  at  their  feilion  in  July 
1795,  made  a  law  for  numbering  the  inhabitants,  in 
order  to  determine  whether  they  were  not  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  of  a  State,  according  to  an  ordinance 
ofCongrefs,  palled  the  13th  of  July  1787,  refpecling 
ftates  to  be  formed  in  the  ceded  Territory  ;  which  pro- 
vides, that  *  Whenever  any  of  the  laid  ftates  (hall  have 

*  fixty  thoufand   inhabitants    therein,  inch    ftate   mail 

*  be  admitted  by  its  Delegates  into  the  Conprefs  of  the 

*  Linked  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 

*  ftates,  in  all  refpects  whatever.'  On  taking  the  Cen- 
fus,  it  appeared  that  there  were  in  the  Territory  77,262 
inhabitants,  of  whom  66;6.49  were  free  perfons  : — 
whereupon  the  Governor,  in  pursuance  of  the  law, 
called  a  Convention,  who  lately  met  at  Kncxville, 
formed  a  Confutation,  &c„ 
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of  25  degrees  and  36  degrees  30  minutes, 
extending  from  the  great  Iron  Mountain  to 
the  river  MifMippi. 

When  we  caff  our  eyes  on  the  map  of  any 
country,  especially  the  map  cf  a  new  coun- 
try, in  which  little  elfe  is  feen  than  the  fitua- 
tion  of  mountains,  rivers,  and  plains,  we  are 
eefirous  to  know  what  is  the  ffate  of  its  foil 
r::d  climate;  what  are  the  advantages  its 
Inhabitants  may  be  expected  to  enjoy,  or  the 
Alricuhies  under  which  they  mud  labour. 
A  general  anfwer  to  thefe  queflions,  as  they 
refpeel:  the  Tennajfee  government,  is  the  ob- 
ject of  this  publication. 

We  difcover,  at  firfl  fight,  that  the  Hate 
is  cut  into  eaflern  and  weffern  divifions,  by 
Cumberland  mountain,  a  ridge  near  thirty 
miles  broad ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  the 
commercial  connexions  cf  people  who  live  in 
the  eaflern  divificn,  may  be  different  from 
thofe  of  the  weftern  inhabitants.  The  great 
iiland  on  Holfton  river,  is  not  above  340 
miles  from  Richmond  in  Virginia,  along  a 
good  Waggon  read  ;  whence  we  may  con- 
clude that  the  fettlers  en  Holfton  will  pre- 
ferve  a  confiderable  intercourfe  with  the  At- 
lantic ftates :  but  people  who  live  to  the 
wedward  of  Cumberland  mountain,  will 
fend  their  produce  to  market  by  means  of 
the  Miffi&ppi.     This  remarkable  difference 
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in  their  fituation  will  probably  induce  the 
inhabitants  of  thofe  didrich  to  employ  them- 
felves  differently  ;  for  the  mod  proper  or 
profitable  productions  in  one  fettlement,  may 
not  be  mod  profitable  in  the  other. 

The  Holdon  fettlement  contains  62,338 
inhabitants,  though  in  lite  year  1775  it 
hardly  contained  2000.  The  land  in  this 
fettlement  is  generally  fertile;  but  the  face 
of  the  country  is  much  broken.  Placed,  as 
it  is,  between  two  large  mountains,  we  may 
readily  fuppofe  that  the  farmer  never  fuders 
by  the  want  cf  rain.  The  foil  produces 
wheat,  barley,  Indian  corn,  hemp,  and  Bax, 
in  great  perfection.  Phyficians  have  not 
hitherto  found  their  way  to  that  country,  for 
the  people  have  not  been  fick.  They  enjoy 
a  temperate  climate,  eafe,  and  abundance, 

Iron  ore  abounds  in  that  country.  A  capi- 
tal furnace  and  forge  have  lately  been  creeled 
on  Holdon,  near  the  Virginia  line.  There  is 
a  bloomery  below  the  mouth  of  Wataga,  and 
another  25  miles  above  the  mouth  of  French 
Broad.  There  are  alfo  fundry  lead-mines  in 
the  fettlement,  one  in  particular  on  French 
Broad  river,  that  produces  feventy  five  per 
cent,  in  pure  lead. 

The  greated  part  of  the  State  of  Tennaflee 
lies  on  the  wed  fide  of  Cumberland  moun- 
tain;  and  though  that  country  has  hardly 
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been  fettled  ten  years  by  civilized  men,  it 
naturally  claims  the  greateft  mare  of  our 
attention,  became  it  is  extenfive,  and  will 
probably  become  the  refidence  of  a  nume- 
rous and  powerful  colony. 

The  mean  di (lance  between  Cumberland 
mountain  and  the  MiflhTippi  is  about  230 
miles.  This,  at  103  miles  broad,  gives  fif- 
teen millions  of  acres;  and  it  is  generally 
agreed,  that  eleven  or  twelve  millions  of  that 
land  may  be  cultivated  to  advantage;  fuch 
is  the  proportion  of  arable  land.  The  na- 
tives, who  formerly  inhabited  that  country, 
rnuft  have  bsen  very  numerous;  we  feldom 
go  more  tLan  five  or  fix  miles  along  the  banks 
of  Cumberland  river,  without  finding  a  large 
burying'-prace,  the  evident  remains'of  a  con- 
fiderable  town.  As  the  Indians  had  their 
choice  of  land,  and  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  equally  numerous  in  other  places,  we 
mav  fuppofe  they  found  this  to  be  a  foil  on 
which  they  could  live  with  the  greateft  eafei 


Of  the  Rivers: 

FROM  the  face  of  the  map  it  appears,, 
that  this  country  is  well  interfered  by  rivers, 
and  mod  of  thofe  rivers  are  navigable  by^ 
laa-ge  boats:  feme  of  them  by  mips. 
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Tennassee  river  is  navigable  by  veiTels 
of  great  burden  to  the  Mufcle  Shoals;  thofe 
fhoals  are  only  to  be  panned  in  fmall  boats  or 
batteaux;  from  the  Mufcle  Shoals  the  river 
is  navigable  in  boats  of  jlo  or  co  tons  bur- 
den,  to  the  Virginia  line. 

Cumberland  river  is  navigable  in  large 
veffels  to  Nafhviile,  and  thenee  in  boats  to 
the  mouth  of  Obas  river. 

Duck  river  is  navigable  in  boats  about  90 
miles.  The  waters  of  Harpafn,  Cany-fork, 
Stones,  Roaring,  and  Red  river,  have  uni- 
formly a  gentle  current  towards  the  mouth, 
whence  they  are  all  navigable  in  boats  for  a 
confid(?rable  di (lance.  In  a  word,  no  fpot 
can  be  marked  in  that  country,  that  is  more 
than  20  miles  from  a  boatable  ftreara,  fo 
great  are  its  advantages  of  water-conveyance. 

There  are  five  navigable  rivers  in  this  ter- 

o 

ritory  which  difcharge  themfelves  immedi- 
ately into  the  Mifliffippi,  viz.  Wolf,  Hat- 
chee,  Forked-deer,  Obion,  and  Reel-foot. 
Wolf  river,  feven  miles  from  the  mouth, 
is  about  50  yards  wide;  IJatchee  80  yards; 
Forked-deer  60  yards;  Obion  70  yards; 
and  Reel-foot  30  yards.  Thefe  rivers  in 
general  are  deep,  and  flow  with  a  gentle  cur- 
rent, unincumbered  with  rocks  or  rapids, 
until  they  reach  the  barren  or  broken  tra£t 
in  which  they  rife.     Each  of  thofe*' rivers  is 
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bordered  by  a  frnall  (trip  of  low  graund,  60 
or  80  wards  wide,  and  this  again  is  termina- 
ted by  a  gentle  flope  or  fecondary  bank.    In 
order  to  underfland   the  ufe,    perhaps  the 
caufe  of  this  remarkable  circumftance,    an 
inner  and  an   outer  bank   to  each  of  thofe 
rivers,    it    fhould  be  remembered   that  the 
river  MiiTiffippi,  during  the  month  of  May, 
riles  perpendicularly  near  25  feet,  at  which 
feafon  the  low  ground  on  both  fides  of  that 
liver  is  covered  with  water,  to  the  depth  of 
12  or  18  inches.     This  inundation,  on  the 
we(t  fide  of  the  river,  extends  to  a  great  dif- 
tance  ;   for  the  country  feems  to  be  lower  in 
that  direction ;  and  fome  of  the  waters  of  that 
river  find  their  way   to  the  ocean  by  other 
channels.     On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  liver  the 
inundation  hardly  extends  above  five  miles  ; 
at  that  diflance  the  waters  are  reitrained  by 
a  fecondary  bank,  which  runs  parallel  to  the 
general  courfe  of  the  river.  This  outer  bank 
is  properly  the  beginning  of  high   and  dry 
land.     It  is  obvious,  that  during  thofe  fpring 
floods,  the  rivers,  which  run  into  the  Mif- 
fiflippi,   muft  fuffer  a  confiderable  interrup- 
tion.    Their  current  is  affected  10,    15,  or 
20  miles  from  the  mouth,  and   they  over- 
flow their  banks.     On  thofe  occafions,    the 
fecondary  bank  of  thofe  frnall  rivers  becomes 
neceflary  j  for  it  prevents  the  adjacent  land 


(     9     ) 

from  being  overflowed,  except  the  narrow 
border  above  defcribed.  The  induftry  of  a 
fmall  French  colony  at  New  Orleans  has 
given  a  fufficient  proof  that  the  inundations 
of  the  MirTiffippi  may  be  retrained  by  artifi- 
cial banks,  by  which  means  arable  land  has 
been  and  may  be  fecured,  that  is  hardly 
equalled  in  value  by  any  known  lands,  ex- 
cept in  Egypt. 


Of  the  Timber ',  Plants ',  Animals ,  £ifr. 

TliE  land  on  the  waters  of  TennafTee  and 
Cumberland  rivers  is  generally  welltimbered. 
In  fome  places  there  are  glades  of  rich  land 
without  timber  ;  but  thefe  are  not  fo  fre- 
quent nor  large.  The  general  growth  is 
poplar,  hickory,  black-walnut,  buck-eye,  or 
the  horfe-cheihut,  fycamore,  locuft,  and  the 
fugar-maple.  The  under  growth,  in  many 
places,  is  cane  15  or  20  feet  high,  fo  clofe 
together,  as  to  exclude  all  other  plants  ; 
where  the  cane  does  not  abound,  we  find 
red-bud,  wild-plumb,  fpice-wood,  red  and 
white  mulberry,  genfang,  Virginia  and  Se- 
neca fnake-root,  angelica,  fweet  anife,  gin- 
ger and  wild-hops.  The  glades  are  covered 
with  clover,  wild-rye,  buiFalo-grafs,  and 
pea-vine.  On  the  hills,  at  the  heads  of  rivers, 


(     io    ) 

we  find  (lately  red-cedars ;  many  of  thefe 
trees  are  four  feet  in  diameter,  and  forty 
feet,  clear  of  limbs.  In  thofe  bills  there  is 
abundance  of  iron-ore,  lead-ore,  and  coals. 
Copperas  and  alum  fit  for  life  have  been 
gathered  in  caves  near  Nafhville. 

On  the  rivers  that  run  into  the  MiiTiffippi, 
the  growth  is  nearly  the  fame  as  on  the 
waters  of  Cumberland  river. 

In  fpeakiog  of  a  new  country,  that  is  ex- 
tremely fertile  and  well  covered  with  herbage, 
it  can  hardly  be  necefTary  to  fay  that  it 
abounds  in  wild  game.  The  buffaloe,  elk, 
deer,  and  bear,  are  numerous,  nor  is  there 
any  fcarcity  of  wolves,  panthers,  wild-cats, 
foxes,  beavers,  and  otters.  They  have 
pheafants,  partridges  or  quails,  and  turkies  in 
abundance  through  the  year.  During  the 
winter,  their  waters  are  covered  with  the 
fwan,  wild-goofe,  brant,  and  duck.  Cat- 
fifti  Lave  been  caught  in  thofe  rivers,  that 
weighed  above  ioo  pounds,  and  perch  that 
weighed  above  q.o  pounds.  Nature  feems 
to  meafure  her  works  on  a  different  fcale 
on  the  oppofite  fides  of  the  Apalachian 
mountains. 

In  the  year  1780,  a  final  1  colony,  under 
the  direction  of  James  Robertfon,  croffed 
the  mountain,  and  fettled  en  Cumberland 
river,    at   the    place    now  called  Nafhville. 
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In  the  year  1783,  the  (late  of  North- Caro- 
lina laid  off  a  tract  of  land  to  be  referved 
for  the  discharge  of  military  bounties  ;  this 
refer  vation  included  the  infant  colony,  a 
fmall  tract  having  been  allotted  to  each  of 
the  fettlers.  A  county  was  alfo  laid  off  on 
thofe  waters  called  Davidfon,  to  commemo- 
rate a  brave  and  popular  officer  who  fell  in 
the  fervice  of  his  country.  The  bounty 
lands  were  run  off  by  furveyors  appointed 
for  that  purpofe ;  and  in  a  few  years  a  con- 
siderable number  of  the  original  grantees 
fold  their  titles  to  other  perfons,  and  the 
fettlement  has  lately  been  increallng  very 
fad.  There  were  14,924  people  on  that 
river  when  their  cenfus  was  taken  in  1795. 


Of  the  Soil. 

THE  farmers  on  Cumberland  river,  for 
the  fake  of  defcribing  their  lands,  diftinguilh 
them  by  firll,  fecond,  and  third  quality. — 
Land  of  the  firfl  quality  will  bear  Indian 
corn  or  hemp;  but  it  will  not  bear  wheat 
without  great  reduction.  Land  of  the  fecond 
quality  does  not  bear  wheat  to  advantage 
until  it  has  been  reduced  by  two  or  three 
crops  of  corn,  hemp,  tobacco  or  cotton. 
Land  of  the  third  quality  bears  every  kind 
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of  grain,  that  is  ufually  fown  on  dry  ground, 
in  the  Atlantic  dates.  It  is  agreed  by  all 
who  have  vifited  the  Cumberland  fcttlement, 
that  ioobufhels  of  Indian  corn  are  frequently 
gathered  from  an  acre  of  their  beft  land. 
Sixty  or  feventy  bufliels  from  an  acre  is  very 
common ;  but  the  farmer  who  expects  to 
gather  fuch  a  crop,  muff,  be  careful,  while 
the  corn  is  foft,  to  guard  it  againfr.  bears  and 
racoons.  This,  however,  is  a  trouble  that 
muff,  ceafe  when  the  country  is  well  fettled. 
Wheat,  barley,  oats,  rye,  buckwheat,  In- 
dian corn,  peafe,  beans,  potatoes  of  both 
forts,  flax,  hemp,  tobacco,  indigo,  rice  and 
cotton,  have  already  been  planted  in  that 
fcttlement,  and  they  ail  thrive  in  great  per- 
fection. The  ufual  crop  of  cotton  is  8co 
pounds  to  the  acre  ;  the  flaple  is  long  and 
fine.  It  is  alledged,  however,  that  the 
lands  on  the  fmall  rivers  that  run  into  the 
MifiifTippi,  have  a  decided  preference  to 
thofe  on  the  Cumberland  river,  for  the  pro- 
duction of  cotton  and  indigo.  No  experi- 
ments have  been  made  on  land  near  the 
MifMippi,  within  the  ceded  territory  ;  but 
there  is  a  fmall  fettlement  further  down  the 
river,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
on  a  fimilar  foil,  where  the  growth  and 
quality  of  cotton  is  fo  remarkable,  that  its 
culture    is  more  profitable   than  any  other 
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cm.  The  foil  on  thofe  rivers  is  deep  and 
light,  having  a  fraall  mixture  of  fand  with  a 
black  earth ;  hence,  as  the  planters  alledge, 
it  proves  favourable  to  the  culture  of  all 
kinds  of  roots,  as  well  as  of  indigo  and  cot- 
ton. 


Of  Roads  and  Difiances. 

FROM   Knoxville,   the   prefent   feat  of 
government,  to  Philadelphia,  is  650  miles. 

From  Knoxville  to  Long-Ifland,  on  Hol- 
fton,  is  100  miles. 

From  Abingdon,  43 

Fort  Chiffel,  64 

Englifh's Ferry,  new  riv.  24 

Montgomery  Town,  1 1 

Big  Lick,  33 

Liberty  Town,  28 

New  London,  15 

Floods,  34 

Powhatan  Court-houfe,  6$ 

Richmond,  32 


From  Knoxville  to  Richmond,  494 
33 
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From  Knoxville  to  Nafhville,  the  diftanee 
:s  183  miles,  viz. 

From  Knoxville  to  South  "Well 

Point,  3  c 

Big  Lick    garrifon,    on 

Cumberland,  80 

Bledfoe  Lick,  32 

Nafhville,  36 
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On  the  laft  rummer,  a  good  waggon  road 
was  cut  acrofs  Cumberland  Mountain,  and 
it  was  pafled  by  thirty  or  forty  waggons  in 
the  fall.  The  late  friendly  conduct  of  the 
Cherokee  Indians,  in  confequence  of  a  long 
Talk  with  governor  Blount,  and  the  amica- 
ble difpoiitioii  of  the  Spanifli  government, 
has  greatly  altered  the  condition  of  fettlers 
on  Cumberland  River,  and  made  them  per- 
fectly happy.  Several  thoufands  crofTed  the 
Cumberland  Mountain  in  September,  Octo- 
ber, and  November  laM,  in  detached  fami- 
lies, without  a  guard,  and  without  danger. 
The  Indians  treated  them  with  kindnefs, 
vilked  their  camps  at  night,  and  fupplied 
them  plentifully  with  venifon. 
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From  Nafhville,  on  Cumberland  River, 
to  Lexington,  in  Kentucky,  is  190  miles. 

From  Nafhville  to  New  Orleans,  the  dis- 
tance by  land  is  about  450  miles — the  coun- 
try in  general  level :  and  a  good  road  might 
be  cut  at  a  fmall  expence, 


Conjlituiioii. 

THE  people  of  the  Territory  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  fouth  of  the  river  Ohio,  affcm- 
bled  at  Knoxville,  by  their  Representatives 
in  Convention,  the  6th  day  of  February, 
1796,  formed  themfekes  into  a  State,  which 
they  named  The  State  of  TennaJJee.  Their 
Conftitution  and  form  of  government  is  not 
exactly  the  fame  with  that  of  the  parent  (late, 
nor  does  it  differ  in  many  interefting  points. 

The  legiilative  authority  is  veiled  in  a 
General  AfTembly,  which  confifls  of  a  Senate 
and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives. 

They  are  to  be  chofen  for  two  years. 

The  number  of  Reprefentatives  in  no  cafe 
fhall  exceed  forty — The  number  of  Senators 
fhall   be  at  leafl  equal  to  one-third  of  the 
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number  of  Reprefentatives,  and  never  above 
twenty. 

The  Governor  is  to  be  chofen  by  the  peo- 
ple—to ferve  two  years — he  is  eligible  for 
fix  years. 

Every  freeman  aged  twenty-one  years, 
who  has  refided  fix  months  in  the  ftate,  may 
vote  for  members  of  AfTembly. 

A  maximum  is  fixed,  beyond  which  the 
falaries  of  the  Governor,  Judges,  Secre- 
tary, &c.  or  the  compenfation  to  members  of 
Affembly,  may  not  be  allowed,  for  feveral 
vears. 


Of  the  Climate. 

THE  climate  in  this  country  is  very  tem- 
perate; and  the  experience  of  ten  years 
allures  us,  that  it  is  healthy.  The  piercing 
northerly  winds  that  prevail,  during  the 
winter,  in  the  Atlantic  ftates,  feldom  moleft 
the  inhabitants  on  Cumberland  river,  for 
they  have  no  great  mountains  to  the  north  or 
the  weflward.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Atlan- 
tic (rates  are  alfo  fubjecled  to  fudden  changes 
in  t'he  atmofphere,  arifmg  from  their  vicinity 
Be  ocean;   the  air  that  comes  from  the 
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furface  of  the  fea,  efpecially  from  the  warm 
Gulph-dream  in  winter,  muft  be  very  dif- 
ferent in  its  temperature  from  the  air  that 
comes  acrofs  cold  and  high  mountains;  but 
the  great  didance  between  the  Cumberland 
fettlers  and  the  ocean,  confidering  that 
many  great  mountains  are  interpofed,  effec- 
tually fecures  them  againd  the  bad  effects  of 
thofe  hidden  changes.  North-eafterly  dorms 
never  reach  this  countrv. 


OTHER  circumftances  prefent  themfelves, 
by  which  we  may  account  for  the  remarka- 
ble healthinefs  of  this  fettlement.  Lime-done 
is  common  on  both  fides  of  Cumberland 
mountain.  The  bottom  of  a  river  on  the 
wed  fide  of  the  mountain,  is  frequently  a 
continued  flratum  of  this  rock.  It  is  gene- 
rally known  that  fmall  dreams  of  water  are 
apt  to  difappear  in  countries  that  abound  in 
lime-done;  this  is  occafioned,  doubtlefs,  by 
the  great  mTures  that  are  common  in  thofe 
rocks ;  from  the  fame  caufe  it  probably  ari- 
fes,  that  we  feldom  find  marmes  or  dagnant 
waters  where  there  is  much  lime-done.  In 
this  State  we  find  no  dagnant  waters;  and 
this  is  certainly  one  of  the  reafons  why  the 
inhabitants  are  not  afflicted  with  thofe  bilious 
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and  intermitting  fevers,  which  are  (o  fre- 
quent, and  often  fatal,  in  the  fame  latitude 
near  the  coaft  in  Carolina.  Whether  it  pro- 
ceeds from  the  goodnefs  of  the  water,  the 
purity  of  the  air,  the  temperature  of  the  cli- 
mate, or  whatever  elfe  may  have  been  the 
caufe,  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  have 
certainly  been  remarkably  healthy,  ever  fincc 
they  fettled  on  the  waters  of  Cumberland 
river,  whence  it  appears  the  climate  is  heal- 
thy and  pleafant. 

Men  frequently  change  their  habitations 
in  queft  of  a  better  place;  and  the  man,  who 
can  enjoy  the  great  eft  degree  of  health,  eafe, 
and  plenty,  is  generally  fuppofed  to  have 
the  moil  deferable  habitation.  Keeping  this 
remark  in  view,  perhaps  there  are  few  pla- 
ces that  prefent  fairer  profpe&s  to  the  man 
who  is  looking  for  a  fettfemerit.  Few  places- 
are  more  healthy;  there  is  none  more  fertile ; 
and  there  is  hardly  any  other  place,  in 
which  the  farmer  can  fupport  his  family  in 
fuch  a  degree  of  affluence.  The  foil  is  not 
onlv  fertile,  but  eafilv  cultivated.  Six  hopf- 
heads  of  tobacco  for  one  man  does  not  re- 
quire more  labour,  than  three  hogfheads  in 
the  Atlantic  ftates  ;  and  a  difference  fimilar 
to  this -appears  in  every  other  crop.  In  the 
-  ulture  of  corn,  the  difference  is  greater. 
This  circumftance  alone  would  fecure  abun- 
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dance  to  the  induflrious  man  \  but  we  muft 
alfo  recoiled,  that  in  cold  climates,  the  far- 
mer is  {hut  up  or  prevented  from  working 
feveral  months  in  the  year,  during  which 
cold  feafon  he  is  confuming  his  flores,  and 
his  cattle  are  making  greater  deftru£rion. 
When  we  coniider  the  quantity  of  food  that 
mud  be  laid  up  for  the  neceflary  fupport 
of  flock  in  coid  climates,  we  may  fairly  cal- 
culate, that  half  of  the  farmer's  time  is  fpent 
in*  making  previfion  for  his  cattle,  or  in  fhel- 
tering  himfelf  from  the  weather.  In  the 
Mate  of  Tennaffee  cattle  at  prefent  fupport 
themfelves  among  the  reeds,  pea-vines,  rye- 
grafs,  and  clover  ;  but  when  the  progrefs  of 
cultivation  mall  have  dedroyed  the  wild 
ran^e,  it  is  obvious,  that  the  fodder  and 
draw  obtained  from  the  ordinary  crops, 
will  be  more  than  fufiicient  to  fupport  the 
cattle. 

Let  us  review  this  account.  It  is  gran- 
ted, that,  in  cold  climates,  more  than  half 
of  the  farmer's  time  is  loft  from  labour  by 
intemperate  weather,  or  taken  up  in  work- 
ing for  the  fupport  of  his  cattle ;  this  gives  an 
odds  of  two  to  one  in  favour  of  the  country 
that  has  been  defcribed.  We  are  next  to 
recollect,  that  one  day's  labour,  in  this 
country,  produces  more  than  twice  as  much 
grain,  cr  other  provifions,  as  it  produces  in 
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common  land,  and  in  a  northern  climate  ; 
this  gives  another  difference  of  two  to  one, 
which  makes  four  to  one  throughout  the 
year.  But,  conlidering  that  induftry,  in 
all  countries,  bears  fome  proportion  to  the 
neceilities  of  the  inhabitants,  we  (hail  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  farmer,  in  this  territory, 
during  the  year,  raifes  only  twice  as  much 
provifion  for  his  family,  as  he  could  raife 
on  common  land  in  a  colder  climate  ;  and 
the  difference,  as  it  refpects  himfelf,  mud 
be  immenfe.  In  this  country,  he  would 
live  in  great  affluence,  or  become  rich,  by 
that  meafure  of  induftry,  which,  in  the 
other  fituation,  would  hardly  be  fufficient  to 
the  fupport  of  a  miferable  life. 

People,  however,  are  feldom  contented 
with  the  mere  neceffaries  of  life.  There 
are  certain  luxuries,  which  the  progrefs  of 
fociety  has  taught  us  to  confider  as  neceffa- 
ry.  Sugar,  coffee,  and  tea  belong  to  this 
clafs  ;  as  do  fundry  articles  of  foreign  drefs. 
What  is  the  farmer  to  fell  in  the  weflern 
part  of  the  (late,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to 
buy  foreign  articles  ?  He  lives  at  a  great 
diftance  from  fea  ;  how  is  he  to  be  provided 
with  fait  ? 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  farmer  has 
more  ufe  for  fait  in  the  weftern  country, 
than  in  the  Atlantic  ftates.     His  cattle,  in 
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that  country,  will  not  thrive  without  (kit ; 
and  this  is  the  only  thing,  at  prefent,  he 
has  any  occafion  to  give  them.  It  has 
already  been  obferved,  that  llme-ftone 
abounds  in  the  weftern  country  ;  this  ftone 
is  not  found  in  the  fouthern  dates,  until  we 
approach  the  firil  ridge  of  mountains.  As 
we  travel  weft  ward,  we  find  lead-ore  and 
falt-fprings  in  abundance.  Does  this  country 
abound  in  articles  that  are  feldom  found  in  the 
Atlantic  ftates,  becaufe  it  is  compofed  of  the 
original  mother  earth ;  whereas  the  land  near 
the  coait,  in  the  middle  and  fouthern  ftates, 
is  adventitious?  Be  this  as  it  may,  the 
falt-fprings  that  are  found  m  every  part  of 
the  weftern  country,  affords  the  utmoft 
relief  to  the  inhabitants,  whofe  cattle,  from 
the  quality  of  their  food,  have  more  need  of 
fait  than  thole  who  are  nearer  the  fea. — 
Hitherto  the  falt-works  have  not  been  judi- 
cioufly  managed,  either  at  Kentucky  or  the 
Cumberland  fettlement:  and  yet  fait,  made 
from  the  water  of  falt-fprings,  may  be  pur- 
chafed  for  one  dollar  the  bufhel.  As  the 
fource  can  never  fail,  and  the  mode  of  pre- 
paring it  is  capable  of  great  improvement, 
we  may  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  the  aver- 
age price  offa.it  made  on  Cumberland  river, 
will  be  three  fourths  of  a  dollar  the  bufhel. 
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The  fettlers  have  not  had  much  experience 
of  bringing  loaded  boats  up  the  Miiiifllppi  ; 
but  they  calculate,  from  the  trips  they  have 
made,  that  fait  may  be  freighted  from  New- 
Orleans  to  Nalhville,  at  rather  lefs  than  three 
eighths  of  a  dollar  the  buihel ;  and  it  appears 
from  fimilar  experiments,  that  pork,  flour, 
or  other  produce,  may  be  eafily  taken  from 
Nafhville  to  New-Orleans  at  lefs  than 
three  eighths  of  a  dollar  the  barrel.  Thofe 
calculations  regard  the  river  MiflnTippi  in 
its  prefent  (late,  with  all  its  circular  tend- 
ings, the  banks  covered  with  trees,  and  no 
part  of  the  upper  country  fettled  ;  but  the 
river,  at  prefent,  is  more  than  double  the 
neceflary  length.  From  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Ohio  to  New-Orleans,  the  prefent 
diftance  by  water  is  fuppofed  to  be  iooo 
miles  ;  the  direct  diilance  is  confiderahly 
ihort  of  500  miles.  In  navigating  that  rivcr 
we  often  rind  places  like  a  horfe-fhoe,  where 
we  do  not  gain  more  than  a  mile  by  failing 
or  rowing  five  miles.  Every  one  of  thofe 
bends  may  be  cut  off  at  a  (mall  expenfe. 
Let  a  common  ditch,  three  or  four  feet  deep, 
be  dug  acrofs  thofe  necks  of  land,  the  roots 
being  cut  away  wrhen  the  river  is  low7,  and 
the  next  flood,  by  the  rapidity  of  the  flream 
through  the  ihort  paffage,  will  change  the 
ditch  to  a  navigable  channel.    An  experiment 
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of  this  kind  has  been  made  with  fuccefs,  at 
a  place  called  Point  Coupe'.     Two  great  be- 
nefits will  arife  from  this  procefs  of  giving  the 
river  a  flraight  courfe;  one  half  of  the  time 
and  labour  in  afcending  the  river,    will  be 
faved  by  fhortening  the  diftance.     This  cafe 
fuppofes  that  vefTels  afcend  the  river  by  the 
help  of  oars,  and  poles,  without  fails,  which 
is  generally  the  cafe  at  prefent,  becaufe  the 
river  is  fo  crooked,  that  no  wind  can  be  fair; 
but  in  cafe  the  chief  bendings  of  the  river 
fliould  be  cut  oiF,  as  a  foutherly  wind  prevails 
there  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  every 
vefTel  would   afcend  by  the  ufe  of  fails,  and 
the  difficulties  of  that  navigation  would  be 
reduced  to  a  trifle.     Confidering  what  would 
be  the   utmoft  expenfe   of   tranfporting  fait 
from  New-Orleans  to  Nafhville,   and  confi- 
dering that  Nafiiville  is  2  or  300   miles  by 
water  farther  from  New- Orleans,  thanfome 
other  parts  of  the  territory,   and  prefuming 
that  a  great  mare  of  the  prefent  expenfe  may 
be  faved  by  practicable  improvements  in  the 
navigation  of  the  Mifiifiipni,  we  may  readily 
conclude,  that  the  mere  freight  of  the  luxu- 
ries of  life  mud  be  a  fmall  object  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  territory.      As   matters  are 
now   circumfianced,    the  navigation  of  the 
Miffifiippi  being  free,*   the  fettlers  on  Cum- 

*  The  Treaty  lately  negociated  with  Spain  by  Mr. 
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berland  river  can  take  their  produce  to  a 
Clipping  port,  at  lefs  expenie  than  it  can  be 
waggoned  fifty  miles  in  any  country. 

As  the  country  that  has  been  defcribed,  is 
capable  of  producing,  in  great  perfection, 
every  article  that  grows  in  the  Atlantic  dates, 
there  are  no  leading  circumflances,  by  which 
we  can  poilibly  determine,  what  is  like  to 
be  the  general  courfe  of  its  trade,  or  the 
particular  articles  in  which  its  mofh  valuable 
exports  will  confift.  Iron,  lead,  pot-afh, 
pork,  bacon,  butter,  cheefe,  corn,  wheat, 
barley,  flax,  hemp,  rice,  indigo,  and  cot- 
ton, have  all  been  mentioned  by  different 
perfons  from  that  country,  as  articles  of  ex- 
port. Each  of  thofe  articles  will  doubtlefs 
be  exported  in  a  greater  or  lefs  quantity, 
according  to  the  demand;  but  it  appears 
moil  probable,  that  the  inhabitants  will  make 
their  chief  remittances  in  tobacco,  hemp, 
rice,  indigo,  and  cotton.     The  low  grounds 

Pinckney,  contains  ft  ch  indifputable  proofs  of  recipro- 
city and  liberal  fentircent,  as  cannot  fail  to  beget  aDd 
cherifh  cor.fid  nee  and  affection  in  every  citizen  of  the 
United  States  towards  the  Spar.ifh  nation.  Si  ch  ef- 
fects cf  a  Treatv  aie  rrcre  dcfrable,  and  perhaps  more 
profitable  to  the  conceding  party,  than  thofe  indignant 
fentiments  that  mud  v/rarkle  in  ihe  hreaft  of  every 
freeman,  who  confders  himfelf  oppreffed  by  unequal 
terms,  that  might  feem  to  be  dictated  by  envy,  or  the 
pride  of  ftreugth. 
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on  the  MhTidippi  mud  produce  grcav  crops 
of  rice,  and  it  has  already  been  obferved, 
that  the  high  grounds  near  that  river  are 
particularly  favourable  to  the  culture  of 
indigo  and  cotton.  The  article  lad  mention- 
ed mud  be  a  condant  fource  of  wealth  to  the 
planter,  becaufe  its  value  is  coniiderable 
when  compared  with  its  weight,  and  it  mud: 
be  in  condant  demand  in  foreign  markets, 
It  is  hardly  necefTary  to  ohferve,  that  in  a 
country  where  timber  of  the  belt  and  mod 
durable  quality,  and  all  other  materials 
abound,  neceilary  for  (hipping,  the  inhabi- 
tants will  doubtlefs  build  ihips  for  a  didant 
market. 

By  tracing  the  fhort  lines  which  mark  the 
Indian  boundary,  we  difcover,  that  all  the 
lands  on  Duck  river  and  Elk  river,  as  well 
as  on  the  feveral  rivers  which  run  into  the 
MiMippi,  continue  to  be  claimed  by  the 
Indians;  and  thofe lands  are  among  the  bed 
in  that  country.  It  may  be  obferved,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  all  thofe  lands  are  claimed  by 
the  Chickafaws,  a  fmali  tribe  of  "friendly 
Indians.  We  may  be  allured,  that  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  will  not  per- 
mit thofe  lands  to  be  fettled,  without  the 
confent  of  the  Indians ;  but  we  mud  difcover 
that  the  natural  progrefs  of  things,  in  a  fliort 
time,  will  render  a  confiderable  part  of  that 
country,  efpecially  the  lands  on  the  Miffif- 
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fippi,  ufelefs  to  the  Indians,  and  necefTary  to 
the  Whites.  Numerous  boatmen,  palling 
up  and  down  the  river,  will  have  frequent 
occafion  to  go  on  more;  they  will  need  re- 
freshments. Many  who  go  down  on  rafts  or 
boats,  will  return  by  land;  they  will  deftroy 
the  game.  In  a  word,  every  man  who  lives 
on  the  weftern  waters  mull:  be  interefted  in 
having  fettlements  on  the  MiiTrftippi.  There 
can  be  little  difficulty  in  making  a  bargain 
for  a  country  that  is  of  great  life  to  the 
Whites,  and  little  u(c  to  the  Indians.  The 
true  intereft  of  the  United  States  would 
point  out  a  price  for  thofe  lands,  that  would 
enable  the  Chickafaws  to  live  in  a  decree  of 
eafeand  ailluence,  which  otherwife  they  can 
never  expect.  Suppofe  the  Indians  mould 
cede  all  the  lands  to  the  northward  of  Wolf 
river;  in  that  cafe,  the  amount  of  the  North- 
Carolina  grants  being  deducled,  the  United 
States  will  have  at  kail  fix  millions  of  acres  of 
good  land  for  fale.  Lands  of  fuch  a  quality, 
and  fo  near  the  fea,  will  hardly  be  (eld,  even 
by  the  public,  for  lefs  than  one  dollar  the 
acre,  while  individuals  are  felling  worfe 
lands,  inworfe  fituations,  for  twice  that  price. 
Six  millions  of  acres,  at  one  dollar,  would 
bring  6,000,000  dollars,  by  which  a  debt 
to  that  amount  muft  be  extinguished,  and 
560.000  dollars  per  annum  faved^to  the 
national  Trea&iy;     Suppofe   the  20th  part 


(      27      ) 

of  the  money  thus  faved,  or  18000  dollars, 
was  paid  annually  to  theChickafaws,  one  half 
in  corn  or  other  provisions  at  a  flipulated 
price;  and  the  other  half  in  clothing;  is  it 
not  obvious,  that  their  condition  would  be 
greatly  mended,  and  equally  clear,  that  the 
ftate  of  our  finances  would  be  much  im- 
proved by  fuch  a  regulation  ?  It  is  true,  that 
Indian  lands  have  commonly  been  obtained 
on  terms  much  lefs  profitable  to  the  Indians, 
and  more  expenfive  to  the  Whites;  but  it 
may  be  prefumed,  that  experience  will  teach 
us  to  forfake  the  old  plan,  fince  it  is  neither 
recommended  by  the  dictates  of  humanity  nor 
the  rules  of  aeconomy 

Such  is  the  territory  fouth  of  the  Ohio. 
The  eaftern  divifion,  as  we  have  obferved, 
is  compofed  of  fmall  mountains  and  vallies, 
which  are  extended  in  the  direction  of  the 
rivers.  There  is  no  plain,  or  tract  of  arable 
land,  of  any  confiderable  width,  in  that  fet- 
tlement;  but  the  vailies  are  generally  fertile. 
In  the  great  weftern  divifion,  there  is  not  a 
fmgle  eminence  or  ridge,  that  claims  the  name 
of  a  mountain.  This  country,  neverthelefs, 
is  fufficiently  diversified  by  rifing  ground,  and 
bears  no  refemblance  to  the  continued  plain, 
which  is  found  near  the  coaft,  in  the  middle 
and  fouthern  flates.  The  rich  lands  near 
Cumberland  river  are  confiderably  broken  by- 
knobs  or  fliort  hills ;  but  thofe  hills  have  lime- 
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(lone  for  their  bails,  and  are   fertile  and  fit 

for  cultivation  to  the  very  top.  Srreams 
that  run  in  oppofite  directions  are  uniformly 
divided  by  riling  ground,  and  fome  of  the 
ridges  are  considerably  elevated;  but  they 
are  generally  covered  with  good  foil,  and 
are  icldom  too  fleep  for  the  plough.  There 
are  two  remarkable  ridges  or  broken  tracks, 
in  that  country,  of  considerable  dimenfions, 
which  are  not  included  in  the  above  defcrip- 
iion;  for  they  are  flony  or  barren  in  many 
places.  The  fir  ft  of  thofe  ridges  divides  the 
waters  of  Cumberland  river  from  thofe  of  the 
TennafTee;  it  is  broad  as  it  approaches  the 
foot  of  Cumberland  mountain,  or  rather, 
diveriifled  in  that  part  by  alternate  hills  and 
plains ;  but  the  plains,  being  chiefly  with- 
out timber,  are  cahed  barrens.  The  fecend 
remarkable  tract,  of  broken  or  barren  land, 
begins  near  the  mouth  of  TennafTee,  dividing 
the  waters  of  that  river  from  thofe  of  the 
MiiTifiippi,  and  extending  foutherly  towards 
the  Chickafaw  towns.  The  frnall  rivers  that 
run  into  the  Miffiinppi,  have  their  heads  in 
this  ridge.  It  is,  in  feme  parts, -above 
twenty  miles  broad,  rifmg  at  the  very  mar- 
gin of  the  TennafTee.  It  is  covered  with 
long  grafs,  having  little  or  no  timber,  except 
a  fmali  growth  on  the  water-courfes,  which 
are  numeroua. 
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The  territory  weft  of  Cumberland  moun- 
tain ha3  been  ftated  at  fifteen  millions  of 
acres;  but  this  calculation  leaves  eight  milli- 
ons for  the  Holfton  fettlement,  which  is  cer- 
tainly too  much.  The  amount  that  may- 
remain  for  faie  on  that  fide  of  the  mountain, 
has,  in  round  numbers,  been  dated  at  fix 
millions;  but  the  quantity,  in  all  probability, 
will  be  considerably  greater,  without  inclu- 
ding the  great  tract,  of  vacant  land  fouth  of 
the  French  Broad,  nor  the  considerable  tracts 
of  arable  land  that  are  found  in  Cumberland 
mountain,  nor  thofe  in  the  Cumberland  bar- 
rens, fo  called,  where  the  land,  though 
without  timber,  is  frequently  very  good; 
the  Indians  formerly,  in  burning  the  long 
grafs,  mail  have  deftroyed  the  trees. 

It  is  probable,  that  all  the  lands  to  the 
northward  of  the  ereat  bend  of  the  Tennaf- 
fee,  may  hereafter  be  joined  to  thofe  ceded 
by  North-Carolina,  \o  as  to  form  one  ftate; 
fuch  a  (late  would  have  a  natural  boundary. 
And  when  we  confider  that  the  Creeks  and 
Chactaws  live  to^the  louthward,  who  are 
numerous  nations,  together  with  the  Chick- 
afaws,  we  fhall  be  apt  to  mark  the  latitude 
of  the  fouth  bend,  for  a  long  feries  of  years, 
as  our  fouthern  boundary  for  the  purpofe  of 
fettlement. 

The  reader  has  been  informed,  that  the 
foil,  climate,  and  productions  of  the  country 

C   2 


(    3^    ) 

on  the  weftern  waters,  are  different  from  thofe 
in  the  Atlantic  Rates;  and  it  has  been  intima- 
ted, that  the  whole  face  of  nature  in  that 
country  bears  a  different  appearance.  Obfer- 
vations  concerning  things  that  are  new  or 
uncommon,  ihould  be  made  and  received 
with  caution;  but  the  reader  cannot  fail  to 
realize  the  narrative,  if  he  takes  the  trouble 
of  recollecting  two  or  three  remarkable  fa  els, 
to  which  reference  has  already  been  had. 

In  the  Atlantic  dates,  the  ftrata  of  lime- 
ilone  are  broken,  and  inclined  confiderably 
to  the  horizon,  being,  at  a  medium,  nearly 
parallel  to  the  axis  of  the  earth.  In  the  weft- 
cm  country,  the  ftrata  are  conflantly  found 
parallel  to  the  horizon. 

In  the  Atlantic  flates,  fait  fprings  are  fel- 
dom  or  never  found.  In  the  weftern  country 
they  abound  in  every  part. 

In  the  Atlantic  ftates, pit-coal  is  veryfearec, 
and  is  obtained  with  difficulty.  In  the  weft- 
ern country,  it  is  common,  and  frequently 
apnears  within  a  few  feet  of  the  unlace. 

One  of  thofe  countries  muft  have  fuffered 
prodigious  convulfions;  the  other  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  retain  more  of  its  original  form.  Is 
it  at  all  furprifmg,  that  a  country,  fo  differ- 
ent in  its  ftruclure,.  its  appearance,  and  efTen- 
tial  qualities,  fhouid  produce  more  plentiful 
crops,  or  that  it  fhouid  engage  a  considerable 
dceree  of  public  attention  ? 
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[From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette  of  0£.  17,  1 795.] 

A  Jhort   Defcripticn    of   the    South  Weftern 
Territory, 

In  a  Letter  from  a  refident  there,  dated  July,   1795. 


II  E  Territory  of  the  United 
States,  fouth  of  the  river  Ohio,  is  that  tracf 
of  country  fituate  between  ^5  anc^  3  6  1-2 
degrees  north  latitude,  being  bounded  on 
the  north  by  Kentucky,  on  the  fouth  by 
Georgia,  on  the  eaft  by  North  Carolina,  and 
on  the  well  by  the  river  MiffiiTippi :  it  was 
originally  part  of  North  Carolina,  but  was 
ceded  to  the  United  State's  in  the  year  1789; 
the  Cumberland  country  and  fettlements  are 
included  in  its  limits,  altogether  forming  an 
extent  of  country  of  not  lefs  than  500  miles 
in  length  ;   its  width  about  105  miles. 

The  natural  ad<rantaq;es  which  this  temne- 
rate  climate  pcfTefTes,  exceed  thofe  of  any 
other  part  of  the  United  States,  or  perhaps 
of  the  world.  A  circumftance  peculiar  to  this 
country  is,  that  the  foil  will  yield  all  the  pro- 
ductions common  to  both  the  northern  and 
fouthern  climates  ;  here  it  is  cuflomary  to  fee 
in  the  fame  field,  or  fields  contiguous  to  each 
other,  wheat,  Indian  corn,  rye,  barley,  rice, 
tobacco,  hemp,  indigo,  cotton,  and  every 
kind  of  vegetable,  growing  to  the  greatefl: 
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perfection.  Perfons  who  have  feen  this  coun- 
try, and  who  have  been  accuftomed  to  the 
cultivation  of  vines,  fay,  that  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  it  will  be  extremely  produc- 
tive of  wine,  whenever  it  becomes  fufficiently 
populated  to  make  it  proper  to  attend  to  that 
object. ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  time  is 
not  far  diftant,  when  population  will  have 
made  fuch  advances  as  to  enable  the  people  to 
attend  to  the  railing  thofe  articles  which  will 
be  moft  proper  for  exportation  ;  it  is  gene- 
rally well  known  with  what  rapidity  the  ftate 
of  Kentucky  has  been  peopled  fince  it  became 
an  independent  government,  "i  his  territory 
has  alfo  taken  fteps  to  become  a  feparate  ftate, 
and  will,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  months,  be 
admitted  into  the  union  as  a  (late,  there  be- 
ing no  doubt,  from  the  prodigious  emigration 
which  has  lately  taken  place,  that  under  the 
constitution  they  will  be  entitled  to  become  a 
feparate  ftate  whenever  they  chocie.  The 
bounds  of  this  letter  do  not  admit  of  a  detail 
of  the  many  indances  of  the  rapid  population 
of  this  country  :  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  Knox- 
ville,  the  prefent  feat  of  the  territorial  govern- 
ment, ret  more  than  three  years  fince  was  a 
wood,  in  which  a  block-houfe,  necefiary  to  re- 
pel Indian  invafions,  was  erected;  fince  which 
time,  a  town  has  grown  up  here,  confiding 
of  from  2  to  3 co  houfes,  inhabited  by  a  great 
number  of  refpe&able  families  j  and  although 
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it  is  not  more  than  two  years  fince  the  Indi- 
ans appeared  a£  lead  1000  itron^  before  this 
town,  fuch  has  fince  been  the  progrefs  of  po- 
pulation, that  many  wealthy  and  refpectable 
families  have  now  fet  down  with  the  greateft 
fafety  from  30  to  40  miles  nearer  the  Indian 
boundary;  and  it  is  already  contemplated  to 
remove  the  feat  of  government  to  a  more 
central  fituation  of  the  territory,  30  miles 
from  Knoxville,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tennaf- 
iee.  To  a  perfon  who  obferves  the  migra- 
tion to  this  country,  it  appears  as  if  North 
and  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  were  emp- 
tying themfelves  into  it.  It  is  not  unfrequent 
to  fee  from  2  to  300  people  in  a  body  com- 
ing from  thofe  fouthern  climates,  opprefTed 
with  difeafes,  to  revive  and  enjoy  health  in 
this  falubrioiis  air,  From  the  northern  dates 
the  emigration  here  has  been  little  or  none  : 
the  greater  facility  of  removing  families  down 
the  Ohio  to  Kentucky,  is  one  reafon  of  it  ; 
and  the  intercourfe  of  the  inhabitants  of  it 
with  the  northern  people  being  very  fmai], 
and  of  courle  no  opportunity  of  their  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  its  merits,  is  another — 
but  then  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  South 
Weflern  Territory  pofFeiTes  many  advantages 
over  Kentucky,  or  the  territory  northweil  of 
the  Ohio.  One  advantage  is  the  abundant 
fupplies  of  water  from  the  belt  fprings,  that 
are  to  be  found  difperfed  all  over  the  face  of 
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this  country  ;  many  of  them  large  enough,  at 
their  very  fources,  to  turn  a  mill  constructed 
for  the  purpofes  of  grinding  or  other  manu- 
factures— the  circumstance  of  this  being  as 
well  watered  a  country  as  any  in  the  world, 
added  to  the  general  temperature  of  the  air, 
are  fuppofed  to  be  the  caufes  of  the  inhabi- 
tants enjoying  a  greater  degree  of  health, 
than  in  any  other  part  of  America. 

So  great  are  the  natural  ad  vantages  of  water 
in  this  country,  that  it  is  averted  with  truth, 
there  is  not  a  fpot  in  it  twenty  miles  diftant 
from  a  boatable  navigation,  from  whence  the 
farmer,  planter,  or  manufacturer,  may  with 
cheapnefs,  fafety  and  eafe,  convey  his  different 
articles  for  foreign  markets,  down  the  great 
river  TennaiTee,  or  Cumberland,  into  the 
Ohio  and  MiiTifiippi,  and  thence  to  New-Or- 
leans.— The  face  of  this  country  may  be  faid 
to-be  generally  irregular  :  except  on  the  river 
bottoms,  we  find  no  land  entirely  level  ;  but 
fince  lands  have  become  valuable,  and  the 
moil  hilly  parts,  as  well  as  the  river  bottoms, 
are  peopling,  the  hills  and  word  look- 
ing lands  produce  not  la's  than  30  to  49 
bufhels  of  Indian  corn  to  the  acre  ;  and  al- 
though the  bottoms  will  produce  more  than 
double  as  much  Indian  corn,  the  uolands  are 
found  bell  adapted  to  the  growth  of  fmali 
grain;  what  time  may  do  by  reducing  thofe 
lands,  and  thereby  rendering  them    more 


(    35    ) 

fit  for  raifing  of  wheat,  rye,  &c.  is  yet  to  be 
experienced  ;  but  little  or  no  alteration  has 
been  difcovered  in  the  foil  by  a  few  years  cul- 
tivation.— This  country  cannot  but  be  confi- 
dered  as  offering  a  welcome  to  the  emigrant; 
on  his  arrival  in  it,  even  in  the  mod  incle- 
ment feafon  of  the  year,  he  can  eafily,  with 
his  own  hands,  let  him  be  ever  fo  bad  an  arti- 
ficer, erect  a  building  entirely  fufficient  to 
repel  all  the  evils  which  are  here  felt  from  the 
weather  :  his  cattle  are  fupported  from  the 
fpontaneous  growth  of  the  fields  and  woods, 
which  afford  an  excellent  range,  even  in 
the  coldeft  feafon. 

So  great  is  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  that  the 
inhabitants  with  little  labour  raife  thrice  as 
much  grain  as  fupplies  their  families,  and  the 
balance  is  hofpitably  given  up  to  the  emi- 
grant, or  thole  who  from  accident  have  been 
deprived  of  fuftenance;  here  there  is  not  the 
fame  neceffity  to  fecure  yourfelf  in  your  houfe 
from  the  invafion  of  the  winds,  for  they  are 
harmlefs,  and  do  not  poffefs  the  injurious 
qualities  of  thofe  experienced  in  the  Atlantic 
dates ;  here  are  no  fudden  changes  from  heat 
to  cold,  eitefted  by  the  ditierent  directions  of 
the  winds,  but  the  inhabitants  are  equally  fe- 
cured  from  the  cold  chilling  bkfls  of  the  north 
we'd  and  north  eafl  winds,  as  from  the  warm 
relaxing  breezes  of  the  fouth;  the  date  of 
the  air  is  only  materially  arleckd  by  the  gra- 
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dual  approach  or  departure  of  the  fun;  in  fhort,  the 
hand  of  nature  has  placed  its  fir  ft  blefibgs  on  this  land, 
and  proclaimed  that  whoever  be  the  inhabitants  they 
muft  be  happy  and  independent;  there  is  net  a  necei- 
faiy,  and  but  few  luxuries  of  life,  which  cannot  here  be 
attained  with  eafe.  Salt,  fugar,  iron,  lead,  faltpetre, 
copperas,  Sec.  abound  every  where.  In  this  climate 
the  fyftem  of  nature  feems  to  be  in  its  higheft  vigour,  and 
there  is  no  neceflary  production  of  tlie  earth,  fea,  or 
air,  proper  for  the  comfort  of  man,  that  is  not  found  here. 
The  modes  of  getting  titles  to  lands  have  been  vari- 
ous here — At  the  time  North  Carolina  ceded  to  Con- 
grefs  this  territory,  they  referved  the  right  of  f till  laying 
on  its  lands  all  warrants  then  iflued,  which  warrants  are 
now  all  appropriated;  and  as  there  is  a  great  deal  more 
land  in  this  territory  than  they  could  cover,  it  is  proba- 
ble they  have  been  laid  on  the  beil,  particularly  as  there 
is  fcarccly  any  annoyance  met  with  by  the  white  people 
from  the  Indians  ;  and  the  country  has  therefore  been 
freely  explored.  For  the  lands  on  which  the  warrants 
have  been  laid,  North  Carolina  has  ifiued  patents  agree- 
able to  the  ce(ncn-ac~r.  Another  mode  lately  adopted, 
'  of  obtaining  a  prior  claim  to  lands  in  this  country,  is  by 
a  furvey  and  location,  which,  there  is  no  doubt,  will 
give  a  priority  of  entry  in  the  United  States'  Land  Of- 
fice, when  opened  ;  which,  I  am  told,  will  be  the  cafe, 
at  the  next  feflion  of  Ccngrefs — and,  if  the  form  of  the 
bill  I  have  feen  mould  be  adopted,  it  will  give  a  perfon 
in  Philadelphia  the  fame  opportunity  of  confirming  and 
completing  a  title  to  the  lands  under  thefe  furveys,  that 
the  people  refident  in  this  country  have.  Another 
mode  which  has  been  fuppofed  to  recur e  a  right  to 
land  is,  that  people  have  fet  down  on  the  lands  which 
they  like  beft,  that  were  not  before  appropriated,  and 
expect  to  be  allowed  a  right  of  pre-emption  ;  but  this  is 
fuppofed  to  be  the  worft  kind  of  claim,  as  they  have 
never  paid  any  confederation  for  them  ;  and  for  the 
fhrvevs  and  locations  the  Surveyor  General's  and  other 
fees  have  been  paid. 
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